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PLAN TO ATTEND LOBBY DAY 2012-JANUARY 17
TH

 
 

Next month is the start of another legislative 

session in Olympia.  AMHO and other 

manufactured housing interests are ready!  Lobby 

Day this year is Tuesday, Jan. 17 in the Columbia 

Room in the Capitol Building from 9:00 am to 

3:00 pm.  Your participation is needed!  See our 

flyer inside this edition for more details. 

 

Representative Pedersen, Chair of the House 

Judiciary Committee will speak to us.  He and a 

workgroup representing AMHO, MHOA and the 

park owners (MHCW), the AG’s Dispute 

Resolution Program, and other legal entities have 

worked through the summer and fall on revisions 

of RCW 59.20 to resolve issues previously 

addressed that did not pass the legislature. 

 

This joint effort, combined with your active 

support of Manufactured Housing Lobby Day, 

should bring some positive changes for home 

owners this year. 

 

It is important that home owners (you) contact 

your senator and representatives and ask them to 

support the revisions to RCW 59.20.  You may 

leave a message for your elected officials at the 

Legislative Hot Line 1-800-562-6000.  You may 

also contact your legislators by email.  Contact 

information is available at www.leg.wa.gov.  

 

AMHO will provide updates in the next few 

weeks as we get them by AMHO Alerts.  See the 

flyer in this edition of AMHO News. 

 

Please plan to bring a group to Lobby Day and 

carpool with your friends and residents. 

AMHO ANSWERS CALL FOR 

HELP FROM INGLEWOOD 

EAST MOBILE PARK 
By Ishbel Dickens 

 

When the AMHO phone rings, AMHO responds!  

Home owners in Inglewood East Mobile Home 

Park in Kenmore became extremely anxious when, 

in early October, they were presented with new 

rental agreements that not only increased their 

monthly fees, but also required them to take on 

many additional duties and others costs that they 

had not had to deal with in the past. 

 

Fortunately, some of the home owners had the 

good idea to contact AMHO and ask for help.  

AMHO board members and volunteers responded 

immediately, and with the help of Inglewood 

home owners, a meeting was called in very short 

order.  Home owners were informed that they had 

not received their rental agreements according to 

law, thus invalidating the contents. 

 

AMHO advised home owners to file complaints 

with the AG’s Dispute Resolution Program 

(www.atg.wa.gov/MHDR.aspx) and these 

complaints were investigated immediately by the 
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Editorial Comment: by Randy Gibson  
 

Communication is the basis of human 

interrelations, more specifically two-way 

communication.  Without two way communication 

people and groups do not function.  A philosopher 

once said, “There are no problems where there is 

communication.” 

 

From the very beginning, your AMHO leadership 

has been charged with the duty of communicating 

with the membership.  To that end the Board has 

always held its meetings regularly at a known and 

announced date and time, open to anyone to attend, 

and there is always an open, cordial invitation to 

any members to attend.  

AMHO has created a website, www.wamho,org 

for the purpose of keeping the membership and the 

general public informed of meeting times, events 

and what AMHO is doing.  On the website is 

contact information for all AMHO leaders.  Most 

of the time one of the AMHO Board is available to 

take calls at AMHO’s official phone numbers.                                

Western WA: 425-772-5174 

Eastern WA 509 230-8508 

AMHO holds its annual meeting intended as a 

gathering of all AMHO members who wish to 

attend as a forum, and intended to involve as many 

members as possible in the AMHO organization.  

Service on the Board and on various committees is 

encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inglewood East (con’t from page 1) 
 

Program Coordinator who was able to notify the  

Inglewood owners that the way they had delivered 

their rental agreements violated the Manufactured  

/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Act (MHLTA) 

(RCW 59.20) and were therefore invalid.  

 

AMHO members continue to work with 

Inglewood East residents to help them form a 

home owners association (HOA) so that together 

they can challenge other illegal provisions in 

future rental agreements.  The early success of  

involving the AG’s office has resulted in the 

owners of Inglewood East receiving 

approximately $63,000 less income in the coming 

12 months. 

Congratulations Inglewood East! 

 

 
 

AMHO REMEMBERS  TWO GOOD MEN 
WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY 

 

AMHO remembers two good men who were 
proud to be associated with AMHO and who 
worked tirelessly on behalf of manufactured 
home owners in Washington. 
 

Steve Niven will always be fondly remembered 
for his great wit, his charming manner, and his 
unfailing desire to make things better for 
manufactured home owners at Little Mountain 
Estates, in Mount Vernon, and across the state.  
Steve was an AMHO board member until health 
issues kept him closer to home.  Steve is 
survived by his lovely wife Edna and their 
children and grandchildren. 
 

John Landis passed away in August of this 
year.  John was part of the Advisory Board who 
helped form AMHO in 2007.  John helped draft 
the original AMHO bylaws and was its first ever 
Chair of the Legislative Team.  John’s 
reasonable approach to home owner’s issues 
was always appreciated.  John was preceded in 
death by his wife, Anola, but is survived by 
children and grandchildren. 

 
 

The AMHO NEWS is the official 

publication of the Association of 

Manufactured Home Owners. 

Interim Editor: Lynda G. Mallory 

Officers: 

 Dan Barrett, Pres. 

Randy Chapman, Vice Pres. 

Lynda Mallory, Secretary 

Sharon Bishop, Treasurer 

Board of Directors:  Don Carlson, 

Margaret Hopkins, Jerry Huffman, and 

Ken Squier.  The Board is responsible for 

the content of this publication. 

 

http://www.wamho,org/


3 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
                            By Dan Barrett 

I’d like to talk about membership and the future of 

AMHO.  The Board of Directors, especially the 

Marketing/Membership Team, is doing a great job 

of retooling the new-member effort.  This is 

evidenced by substantial membership gains in 

Eastern Washington.  Membership for 

membership’s sake is one thing, but AMHO is in 

need of more than that.  Certainly, we need the 

dollars that new memberships and renewals bring 

in and the number of members on our rolls 

enhances our image and influence, but our need 

goes beyond that.  The projects we have 

undertaken and what may be in our future will 

require two essential elements: money and 

manpower.  I’m confident that the money will 

come; our grant application process is maturing.  

It’s the manpower I’m concerned about. 
 

Recent activities and requests for help from across 

the state over the past few weeks have 

demonstrated that AMHO needs more help.  The 

Board and a handful of volunteers cannot fulfill all 

the hours needed to accomplish our goals.  We are 

running the risk of burning ourselves out if we 

keep up at the rate we’re going.  The answer lies 

not in reducing our activities, but in increasing our 

volunteer base.  And that means getting new and 

renewing members involved.  We realize that we 

cannot sit around and wait for the help to just 

show up on our doorstep.  Each Board member 

has been asked to become an AMHO recruiter in 

addition to their regular duties.  We hope to start 

securing our future by recruiting and developing 

new leaders, the foot soldiers and advocates from 

within the whole statewide community. 
 

So let me be one of the first to ask:  Will you help 

AMHO?  Will you donate some of your time 

and/or talents to promote AMHO and ensure its 

success?  Will you become an AMHO “Recruiter”?  

If so, please contact a board member or other 

volunteer and offer your help.  Or you can call 

(425) 772-5174 or (509) 230-8508.  Your efforts 

will be greatly appreciated and you will be 

working with a great team.   
 

AMHO is more than just a small group of 

dedicated manufactured home owners.  It consists 

of and represents residents in senior, family, mid-

income and low income communities in the entire 

state.  I’d like to see as much of that population 

involved as possible.  Please set aside some of 

your volunteer time for AMHO.  You will be 

helping yourself as well as all other manufactured 

home owners in the state of Washington. # 

 

EASTERN WASHINGTON AND MHOAA 

CONVENTION REPORT 
By Amelia Odeen, Community Organizer-Eastern WA 

 

AMHO Vice President, Randy Chapman, and I were 

extremely busy in Spokane trying to help pass “mobile 

home park” zoning ordinances in the area.  Competing 

with home owner apathy, city council ignorance, and 

landlord bullying was beginning to weigh me down.  

When I left my home to fly to DC for the MHOAA 

National Convention, I didn’t know what to expect.  

This was my first time.  As the weekend progressed, 

however, I began to feel renewed, more confident, and 

ready to go back to Spokane and take on city hall once 

again.  Why the change?  Allow me to explain briefly. 
 

I met members of MHOAA from across the nation.  

Each had their own park issues unique to them, yet 

there was something common between them, between 

us.  I was inspired by their stories of success and, in 

some cases, failure.  They had found the patience, the 

tools, and at time the luck to overcome the same issues 

facing Randy and me in Spokane.  If others faced 

similar problems and overcame their obstacles, then 

surely manufactured home owners in the Spokane area 

can also. 
 

On Friday of the convention we prepared for meetings 

with our state legislators.  Nervous at first, as I spoke 

with the legislative assistant for Representative Mc 

Morris Rodger, I began to feel empowered.  Although I 

was just an average citizen, I had every right to stand 

up and inform our nation’s leaders of the issues at 

stake for manufactured home owners.  If this would be 

done with state leaders, there was not need to be 

intimated by local city leaders.  I thought of the 

manufactured home owners in communities in 

Spokane Valley and the courage they have to request 

that City Council to pass a zoning zoning ordinance to 

help protect their communities.  Overall the 

Convention allowed me time to reflect and to better 

understand those in the communities here in 

Spokane.  It also helped remind me that what we are 

trying to accomplish is not impossible, that we are not 

alone, that we have support, and that we have the 

power to stand up to our leaders and inform them 
of what is at stake to so many living in 
manufactured housing communities. 
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AMHO BOARD ADOPTS UPDATED 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
 

In August 2011, the AMHO Board adopted a 

revision of its bylaws to expand the membership 

categories and clarify voting rights. The Board has 

listened to the requests of members and friends of 

AMHO and voted to establish these changes.  A 

pdf copy of the AMHO Bylaws is available upon 

request to Lynda G. Mallory by email at 

lgmallory_45@hotmail.com. or by contacting her 

at (360) 456-4269 for a hard copy to be mailed.  

(There is an underscore between mallory and 45.  

It doesn’t show in the link.) 

The revision is provided below. 
 

ARTICLE 2. MEMBERSHIP 
 

2.1 Classes of Membership: The corporation shall 

have two classes of membership; voting and non-

voting. 

2.1.1 Voting Members:  Voting (regular) 

members must own and reside in a 

manufactured home in a manufactured housing 

community.  Voting members may be elected 

or appointed to the Board of Directors and may 

be appointed to serve on corporate standing or 

temporary committees as well as appointment 

as regional organizers or representatives. 

2.1.2   Non-Voting Members:  A second class 

of non-voting membership allows supporters 

not residing in a manufactured community to 

contribute their skills and expertise to the 

furtherance of corporate objectives.  Non-

voting members may be appointed, by the 

president, to serve in an advisory capacity to 

the board, or on standing and/or temporary 

committees or task forces. Non-voting 

memberships shall include “Association 

Memberships”, “Corporate Memberships”, and 

“Friends of AMHO Memberships.” 
 

2.2   Qualifications for Membership:  AMHO has a 

Non-Discrimination Policy:  AMHO values and seeks 

a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to 

full participation in this organization on the basis of 

gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, marital 

status, national origin, disability, class or any other 

criteria as established by law.  AMHO prohibits 

discrimination in all its programs and activities. 

2.2.1   To qualify for membership, a member 

shall have a self-declared interest consistent 

with AMHO’s goals and mission, in the 

promotion, creation, preservation, 

development, and /or management of 

manufactured housing communities that 

guarantee affordability of the same for 

individuals and families in the State of 

Washington.  A membership application and 

dues are submitted to the membership 

committee for approval.  Owners and 

management of manufactured communities are 

ineligible for membership.  Dual membership 

in another manufactured housing association is 

allowed. 

2.2.2    Community organizations of 

manufactured/mobile home residents qualify 

for an Association Membership upon payment 

of dues established by the Board. 

2.2.3   Vendors providing goods and/or 

services to manufactured/mobile home 

residents qualify for a Corporation 

Membership upon payment of dues established 

by the Board. 

2.2.4   Other individuals, businesses and 

organizations qualify for a Friends of AMHO 

Membership upon payments of dues 

established by the Board. 

2.2.5   Membership will not be available to 

Community owners, their immediate families, 

employees, representatives or agents.   

Membership will not be available to 

employees of management companies who 

contract with and/or work for community 

owners.  Membership will not be available to 

representatives of community owners 

operating as an Owners’ Association or in any 

other capacity. 
 

2.3 Membership Dues:  The Board of Directors may, 

from time to time, establish dues for membership.  

Members will pay annual dues per household.   
 

2.4 Voting Rights:   

2.4.1 Member households shall have one vote 

per household.  However, any household 

resident, at least 18 years of age, of the 

manufactured/mobile homes located in 

manufactured/mobile home communities may 

qualify for an Individual Membership, upon 

payment of separate dues if more than one 

resident of the household desires to vote.   

2.4.2 Each voting member may cast one vote 

for as many persons as there are Directors to 

be elected and for whose election such member 

has a right to vote. 

 

These changes allow for additional supporters as 
non-voting members. 

 

mailto:lgmallory_45@hotmail.com
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AMHO members and friends, you are invited to 

Manufactured Housing Lobby Day 
Tuesday January 17, 2012 – 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

Like last year our Lobby Day will be held in the Columbia Room, located 
in the Legislative Building, 416 Sid Snyder Ave. Olympia, 98504. 

 

¶ We will again have an opportunity to hear from advocates who are 
working on issues of importance to manufactured home owners. 

 

¶ Representative Pedersen, Chair of the House Judiciary Committee, will 
be invited since he is working with manufactured home owners and 
community owners on amendments to the Manufactured/mobile 
Home Landlord Tenant Act (RCW 59.20). 

 

¶ Please contact your state senator and representatives to set up 
individual meetings with them while you are in Olympia – try to get 
the meetings scheduled sometime after 12 noon if at all possible. 

 

¶ Plan to carpool with your neighbors and friends and bring a sack lunch 
or plan to eat at the Capitol cafeterias. 

 

¶ Be sure to wear your green AMHO T-shirt. 
 

¶ Register by January 10, 2012 by contacting Don Carlson at 
360.280.9363 or via email at: sendcarl@comcast.net or call 
425.772.5174 for more info. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  The mission of AMHO is to promote, represent, preserve and 

enhance the rights and interests of manufactured home owners in the state of 

Washington through Communication, Education, Negotiation and Perpetuation of our 

Communities 

mailto:sendcarl@comcast.net
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KCHA BOARD APPROVES UP TO $4 MILLION IN INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMON SPACE 
IMPROVEMENTS AT MOBILE HOME PARK IN RENTON 

 
WONDERLAND ESTATES in Renton is a 109 unit 
mobile home park located off the Maple Valley 
Highway whose tenacious, tight-knit community 
members saved from closure a few years ago. Had it 
not been saved the Residents would have lost their 
homes. The King County Housing Authority (KCHA) 
bought the park at the request of the County in 
2007.  
 

Now that it’s been saved residents say they will turn 
it into truly a Wonderland by improvements to the 
aging facilities, particularly the utilities, which date 
back to the 1960s and “are in need of attention.” 
The Board of Commissioners of the King County 
Housing Authority recently authorized a financing 
package to renovate Wonderland Estates. The 
financing uses a combination of federal tax benefits 
to investors along with state, county and KCHA 
resources. The transaction allows KCHA to leverage 
up to $4 million in private equity for infrastructure 
and common space improvements at the mobile 
home park. 
 

At the time Wonderland Estates was purchased by 
KCHA the mobile home park was being closed for 
redevelopment into for-sale homes or 
condominiums.  King County was instrumental in the 

effort to preserve the park. It provided $2 million to the 

housing authority help purchase the park, as well as a 

loan guarantee which enabled the Authority to obtain 

third party financing to pay for additional costs. 

Washington State’s Housing Trust Fund also provided 

$3.5 million for KCHA to acquire and improve 

Wonderland Estates 
 

Had the Authority been unable to acquire the 
property, residents of the park, most of whom are 
seniors on fixed incomes, would have been 
displaced, likely forcing many of them into 
homelessness. 
“By working together, we are preserving homes for 

seniors who might otherwise have become homeless,” 

said King County Executive Dow 

Constantine.  “Instead of seeing mobile homes carted 

off to the landfill, we will witness the renovation of 

Wonderland Estates and ensure this close-knit 

community can have an affordable place to live and a 

good place to call home for years to come.” 

 

Extensive improvements to Wonderland’s aging 

infrastructure will begin later this year, probably in 
late fall or by the end of the year. 

 

New utility systems including water, sewer, electrical, 

phone, and cable will be installed.  Existing streets will 

be torn out and replaced and new street lighting put in. 

The storm water drainage system will be completely 

replaced.  New siding and windows will upgrade the 

exterior of the park’s community building. Interior 

renovations will include a new heating system, 

accessibility improvements and a new laundry facility.  
 

“We’re very pleased to have been able to find a way to 

finance the improvements to Wonderland Estates,” said 

KCHA Board Chair Nancy Holland-Young. “This 

work will ensure that Wonderland continues to be a 

valuable housing resource for low-income seniors for 

the next 50 years.”      
 

Dan McConnon, deputy director for Community 

Services and Housing of the state Department of 

Commerce said that the agency is pleased to support 

this local effort.  “Mobile home communities provide 

an increasingly rare opportunity for low-income 

households to own their own home,” said McConnon. 

“When completed, the improvements to Wonderland 

Estates will make it an even better place to live – and 

affordable as well.” 
 

The park renovations are expected to greatly 
improve the appearance of the community and thus 
its appeal to prospective homeowners.  
Since lack of financing is the biggest impediment to 
mobile home purchases, KCHA is also partnering 
with the Boeing Employees Credit Union (BECU) to 
provide low-interest loans to finance the purchase 
of mobile homes for qualified low-income seniors. 
 

Low-income seniors (over age 55) interested in 
acquiring a home and moving into Wonderland 
Estates are encouraged to call Donna Cleveland, site 
manager, at 425-255-8240. 
KCHA administers a range of quality affordable 
rental and homeownership programs for residents 
of King County.  The Authority serves more than 
18,000 households daily including family, elderly 
and disabled households.  There are more than 
8,000 households living in mobile home parks in 
King County.  Many are threatened with 
closure.  Preservation of existing affordable housing 
is a core mission for the Authority. 
 

 Work is expected to be completed by summer 
2012.                           Rhonda R. Rosenberg| Director of   

Communications|King County Housing Authority  

206-574-1185 |Fax 206-832-3774 
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MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2011 IS AN EFFORT TO 

GROW THE ASSOCIATION of MANUFACTURED HOME OWNERS ME MBERSHIP!  

AMHO  òFIVE-FOR -FIVEó REWARDS PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FOR REWARD  

(New memberships only!  Sorry not for renewalsé) 

 

Mail form when completed to AMHO, Attention: M/M/L Team, P.O. Box 3606, 
Federal Way, WA 98063 

 
Please fill in new memberõs information when they joined below. Mail to AMHO 

when completed. After verifying receipt of each application by AMHO, a $5.00 

reward check will be mailed to the individual or HOA named at the bottom of 

this form. Please send in all new memberships as soon as you receiv e them. Do 

not hold them for this program. This program only requires that you keep track 

of who they are, and list them on this form. (More than one person living in the 

same home and paying one membership dues count as one member).  

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY  

  NEW MEMBERSõ NAME,           COMMUNITY NAME             SPACE #        MONTH 

& YEAR JOINED  

1___________________________      __________________________          ______     

2___________________________      __________________________          ______    

3___________________________      __________________________          ______       

4___________________________      __________________________          ______    

5___________________________      __________________________          ______    

 

Please send $5.0 0 Reward Check to:  

Name:________________________________  Address:  __________________________ 

Or HOA Name: ______________________  Address:  ___________________________ 

Contact person if HOA: _________________________Phone No________________  

11/09/11 M/M/ N ks  

 

 

 

PLEASE USE THE APPLICATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE FOR NEW 

MEMBERSHI P,  YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL OR TO GIVE A òGIFT OF 

MEMBERSHIPó TO A MEMBER,  A CURRENT NEEDY MEMBER OR A òFRIEND OF 

AMHOó é 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

ASSOCIATION of MANUFACTURED HOME OWNERS (AMHO)  

P.O. Box 3606, Federal Way, WA 98063 or   P.O. Box 142173, Spokane, WA 99214  

       

ONE -YEAR  AMHO MEMBERSHIP @ $15.00:  $____ ___ 

ONE -YEAR  òFRIENDS of AMHOó @ $15.00: $_______ 

___ T-SHIRTS (SIZES ____) @ $15.00 each: $_______  

 

Fir st Name              Initial         Last Name             __ New Membership  

____________________    __    __________________________ __ Renewal Membership  

Significant Other: ____________________________________ HOA?  Yes  No  

Community Name: ________________________________________________________                                                    

Address: __________________________________________________Space No._____                                                                                        

Phone No. __________________________Email: _______________________________ 

Signature:________________________________________ Check No. _____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________                                                                    

Please complete and return this form, along with your check  to an  address 

shown above. Thank you !                                                            11/09/11 M/M/N ks  

 

For AMHO Use Only: Amount Rec:          Ck#           T -Shirts:         Size(s)______                      

 

 


