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HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS ADVOCACY DAY WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!

organizations.

More than a hundred sixty members of AMHO from around the state converged on Olympia on Tuesday
February 24 for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day.
The annual event is sponsored by The Washington Low Income Housing Alliance (WLIHA) and its supporters and
seeks to impress upon lawmakers the many, many housing issues facing our state, not the least including
manufactured housing communities, mobile parks, preservation.

The event was attended by an estimated more than five hundred people from numerous housing advocacy
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Left: AMHO
members, many
wearing their green
tee shirts,
numbering more
than one hundred
and fifty had front
row seating at the
opening meeting of
five hundred event
attendees

Right: On the

march! AMHO
members bring the
message for Senior
housing to the
Capital
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AMHO members numbering over 150 pack the
Cherborg building hall to meet with lawmakers.

Right: AMHO' s
President, Frank
Cheeney, presents
Ishbel Dickens of
Columbia Legal
Services with the
Housing Hero of
The Decade award
for her decades of
tirelessly dedicated
work on behalf of
housing and
particularly
manufactured
housing
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HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS ADVOCACY DAY (HHAD) - continued

This year was AMHO'S second year of participati
AMHO had the front rows at the kick off rally held at The United Churches facility adjacent to the Capital campus.
AMHO' s President, Frank Cheeney, presented | shbe
The Decade award for her decades of tirelessly dedicated work on behalf of housing and particularly manufactured
housing preservation.

Kyl in Parks, AMHO’ s Organi zing Chair, participd
State Senator Lisa Brown, (D) (3" Dist. Spokane) a long time advocate of housing and manufactured home parks
preservation was the keynote speaker. In her remarks Senator Brown pledged to continue to work with her fellow
housing advocate colleagues in the legislature to raise the awareness of the rest of the legislative community of
the housing issues existing in Washington.

Following the rally, participants marched upon the Capital and then spread out to meet with legislators. AMHO
members packed a meeting room and met with lawmakers, as pictured on the front page.

MANUFACTURED HOUSING LEGISLATION PASSES FIRST COMMITTEES!

Two of tciodoBfounbidlsaorfurtiser enhance the preservation of manufactured housing communities
were passed out of the Senate’s Financi al Il nstit
These were: SB 5550 — originally a 3 year notice closure bill. This committee passed it out as an 18 month notice
closure bill. (Its companion bill is stuck in the House where it has been reduced to a 2 year closure notice bill; and
SB 5823 -Notice provision bill, - requires park owners to notify residents when they advertise their communities
for sale.So that residents have opportunity to organize a purchase offer.

Many AMHO members and MHOA members were present at the public hearings on these bills and Frank
Cheeney, President of AMHO presented a stack of letters to the committee promoting our case.

Thank you to Ishbel Dickens, Frank Cheeney, Former Senator Don Carlson, Judith White, Gary Ricketts for their
great testimony and to Senator Jim Kastama our prime sponsor.

The bills now move forward to the Rules Committee and hopefully will pass there and move to the Senate floor for
a vote. .

DIGEST OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING LEGISLATION IN PROGRESS

Three Year Closure Notice Bill. HB 1581/SB 5550Extends the current notice period from 12 months to 3 y
when manufactured housing communities are closed or change use. Gives homeowners some real tim
plans affecting their lifestyle. Allows for more money to build up in state's relocatiah Allows people to stay
longer in their homes since recently a lot of closed communities have remained desolate sites with no deV
occurring for several years after the homeowners have been displaced, for example: Baker Creek in Be
Evergren Estates in Lynnwood, Valley View in Bothell, Woodside Village in Covington, and Holly Visi
Everett




DIGEST OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING LEGISLATION IN PROGR&&Bued

Clarifications to RCW 59.20. HB 1908/SB 5822. There are many ambiguities/grey areas in
Manufactured/mobile Home Landlord Tenant Act. These are being highlighted even more, as a result of {
dispute resolution program. There needs to be clarity around such issues as:
Who is responsible foafge trees on lots?

Should there be consideration when amenities are removed without any corresponding reduction in rent’
How is the "three strikes" eviction process administered?

Notice provision. HB 1907/SB 5823Homeowners would like the opportunitp be informed whenever the
community is up for sale. Last yeldB 1621 provided an incentive in the form of exemption from paying real e
excise tax if the community owner chose to sell the community to either the homeowners' associationrpoofé
owner. This is codified in RCW 59.20.300. The community owner is required to notify the homeowners, CTE
the WSHFC when the community is advertised for sale. To date, no community owner who has sold their
has complied with this sectiolVe propose adding new language to RCW 59.20.300 that would void any sale
community owner failed to follow the notice provisions set out in the statute or require the new purchaser to
the community for at least another three years.

Voluntary commitment to maintain manufactured housing communities for at least 10 yearsdB 1582/SB

5821.0ne way to ensure longer term preservation of manufactured housing communities is to encourage a v
opportunity for community owners to comntdt this. Amendment could be made to RCW 84.34 (open space
that would allow manufactured housing community owners to opt in to a program that would give them a pj
tax break if they promised to maintain their manufactured housing community a®isatleast 10 years. Breaking
that commitment would require them to pay back the tax difference.

The only way we will get the best laws in place to preserve our manufactured
homes and communities is to let our legislators know our needs. Contact and U rge
your elected officials to support these measures! Call
THE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE IS 1 -800-562-6000
Or E-mail or write your representatives.

AMHO COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

AMHO has been holding Community Forums aimed at informing manufactured communities residents of the current
state of manufactured housing in our state and of their rights under current laws and providing information on how
to organize. The most recent was held Sunday February 8™ at the Lynnwood Library. 50 people from 14
Communities attended this event. Mark Smith of the Lynnwood City Council was also in attendance

Following the successful community forum sponsored by the City of Bothell held last October, the Deputy Mayor of
Bothell has written a letter of endorsement/recommendation for these events and these letters are available to give
to elected officials in your area if you would like to hold a community forum there. Please contact Kylin Parks at;
425-772-5174 for more information.

AMHO leaders and organizers continue to visit individual communities providing information and organizational
support. Most recently they attended a home owne




LATE BREAKING FROM OLYMPIA , News & Comment By Anonymous

The 2009 Legislative Session is a long 105 day session but it was certainly a short session as far as manufag
housing legislative efforts were concerned, since none of our bills survived the Macaboff date. AMHO
members supported 4 bills that were introduced this year: HB 1581/SB 5b%€ar closure notice bill; HB 1908/SEH
58221 clarifications to RCW 59.20 (the manufactured/mobile home landlord tenant act); HB 1907/SBis28ty
If community owners fail to notify homeowners that the community has been advertised for sale; and HB 158
58211 property tax exemption for community owners who keep their communities open for 10 years, comply
RCW 59.20 and do not raise the rents ntbhean the CPIThere are several reasons why our bills did not get very 1
this session, not | east being the Legislatureods
bill that was the slightest bit controversial (all of oulsbvere opposed by the park owners and other landlords).
Additionally, our bills were heard before committees that had never really dealt with manufactured housing iss
the past, so we were playing 0 cterdabdutthe gsiies adrtihentttoh e
manufactured housing community livingVe are also seeing that the community owners are becoming more ac
and more present in Olympidhere are more of them down in Olympia lobbying more of the time than there ha
been in the pasgtsomething that we were unable to match this yiéare want our bills to pass so that we can enjg
our lifestyle choice in peace and quiet then we will need to start NOW to rethink our strategies for next year, t
more vocalduringthe session and during the interim, hold our elected officials more accountable for their vote
lack thereof) and build a strong AMHO movement statewide to be a force to be reckoned with.

To that end, please cont ac tks aMBAHTR2REMA(M. WA )eonRarzdy Chgpmahhaf
509-230-8508(E. WA) to find out how AMHO can help you set up meetings with your legislators during the intg

National convention update

AMHO and Al Parks Alliance For Change (APAC) wi
America) National Convention to be held in Seattle on September 11" & 12 2009.

Registration Deadlines: Prior to June 15: $50, Prior to Aug. 3: $90, up to the Day of: $125. Make plans to attend.
AMHO suggests that each Home o wn edtlse Convansich.olceicoaventian n
will be held at the Best Western Executive Inn at the Seattle Center. This event will be attended by more than 100
manufactured homeowners Associations from around the country and is a great way to network with others and
find out what people in other states are doing to preserve their lifestyle choice. For more information please
contact Kylin Parks at 425-772-5174.

CONTACT AMHO

AMHO EASTERN WASHINGTON PHONE: 509 -230-8508
‘oo AMHO WESTERN WASHINGTON PHONE: 4257725174




HELPAMHO GROW!

Manufactured housing is one of the last forms of affordable hous
for seniors and low income families.

Communities are closing at a rate that is leading to more
homelessness and subsidized housing

AMHO worksto promot9@ r eser vati on of Wa
manufactured housing communities by promoting resident owner
of communities, improving and strengthening the state statutes t
protect communities and not the least develop aauwersarial
relationship between commuypibwners and homeowners.

If theseare important to you please join AMHO! Become an AMH
Activist!

AMHO MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $12.00 PER YEAR!
CALL 425-741-0016 FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO

JOIN

PASS THIS MEMBERSHIP FORM ON TO A NEIGHBOR!

MEMBERSHIP SIGN-UP
(print fill out send)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

PARK:

INCLUDE $12.00 MEMBERSHIP FEE

SEND TO:

AMHO
17408 44" Ave. W. #40
Lynnwood Washington, 98037

AMHO NEWS SEEKING MATERIAL

The AMHO News News hounds are avidly seeking news stories, commentaries, opinions, on subjects directly
pertaining to manufactured housing, senior housing or low income housing. Such as legislative action,
manufactured housing community meetings events or happenings, word of communities in jeopardy or
communities preserved, Personal experience stories are particularly desired.

The criteria is simple; No outrightly slanderous or unverifiable stories or comments.

Submissions will have the byline of the writer —or not, if the writer chooses not to be identified

The AMHO News may not be able to publish all submissions and may edit submissions for correctness content or

length.




