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AMHO ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, June 27", 10:00AM
Please join us at the Pantera Lago Community
11436 SE 208" St., Kent, WA
(There’s plenty of parking)
Senator Claudia Kauffman is invited as the keynote speaker. Major points on the agenda are
elections of board members and setting the 2010 legislative agenda. Members: Your Voice is

crucial to the success of AMHO!
For more information call 425-772-5174

PLEASE ATTEND!!

AMHO ACTIVITIES AND AFFILIATIONS

EXTEND

AMHO is Connecting with Like-minded Organizations
AMHO is a member of The Washington State Low
Income Housing Alliance —WLIHA’s mission is “to
ensure everyone in Washington State has access to safe
and affordable housing, through Advocacy,
Communication, and Mobilization.”

AMHO is also now a member of The Senior Lobby,
which advocates on a variety of issues on behalf of
Washington’s Senior Citizens, not the least of which is
affordable housing. Additionally, AMHO Secretary
Judith White has recently been elected to The
Executive Board of The Senior Lobby.

AMHO Organizing Chair, Kylin Parks, is on the Board
of the National Manufactured Homeowner’s Of
America Association -MHOAA - She is busy working
on bringing MHOAA'’s national convention to Seattle
on September 11 & 12. -See related story.

AMHO BOARD MEETINGS ARE OPEN
MEETINGS

The AMHO board meets the 2nd Wednesday of the
month from 1 —3pmAMHO members are encouraged
to attend! If interested in attending please call AMHO
at 425-772-5134 for the time and location of the
meetings.

AMHO TO HOST MHOAA NATIONAL
CONVENTION

The National Manufactured Homeowners Of America
Association -MHOAA - Annual National Convention is
coming to Seattle. The Convention is scheduled for
September 11 & 12, 2009 -

AMHO is proud to be hosting this national event!
Attendees will include residents and resident allies
from across the nation; including members of public
interest law firms, governmental agencies, housing
organizations, legislators, and more. AMHO
encourages your homeowners’ association to send a
delegate to this convention. Registration prior to July
15th is $50.00 mail to: APAC : 970 Raymond Ave.
Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55114

email: kelly@allparksallianceforchange.org

For more information please contact Kylin Parks
(National Board Member) at 425-772-5174

AMHO WEBSITE OVERHAUL
It's been slow coming, but AMHQO’s website which
was, in the words of one web-surfer, “pretty
primitive” is now overhauled, Thanks to volunteer
Webmaster David Baum, and now looks “pretty
good!” Check out the new AMHO website at:

www.wamho.org



http://us.mc398.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kelly@allparksallianceforchange.org
http://www.wamho.org/
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION TEAM

The dust hasn’t even settled in Olympia, but already
The Legislative Action Team where AMHO has three
representatives (Judith White, John Landis and Jim
Dean) is already strategizing for next year’s session of
the Legislature. John Landis says that the key issues
they are recommending we concentrate on are:

1. Protecting the Attorney General’s Dispute
Resolution Program which came under heavy
attack from the park lords this session.

2. Three Year Closure Notice Bill. (HB 1581/SB 5550).
Extends the current notice period from 12 months
to 3 years when manufactured housing
communities are closed or change use.

3. Clarifications to RCW 59.20. HB 1908/SB 5822. There
are many ambiguities/grey areas in the
Manufactured/mobile Home Landlord Tenant Act that
need to be addressed and clarified. There needs to be
clarity around such issues as: Who is responsible for
large trees on lots? Should there be consideration
when amenities are removed without any
corresponding reduction in rent? How is the "three
strikes" eviction process administered? These issues
may be dealt with through agreed to bills currently
being discussed between representatives of the
homeowners and the parklords; and

4. Rent Justification may be an issue that we will work
on this session depending on whether there is a way to
draft legislation that will be constitutional and
politically expedient.

Ms. Parks Goes To Washington

AMHOQ's Organizing Chair, Kylin Parks, Takes
Manufactured Housing Issues to Capitol Hill

I was standing on the capitol steps in Washington D.C.

reflecting how | got there. | had fifteen minutes before
my appointment with Senator Patty Murray’s housing
staff. The sun was beating off the Capitol dome as my
mind took me back 5 years when | was moving from a
crowded apartment into my own fully paid, two
bedroom 2 bath manufactured home at the Squire
community in Lynnwood, WA.

My activism started when the Squire and neighboring
Kingsbury East sold to a developer. The residents came
together to save their homes and ultimately did when
the county housing authority purchased us (98 senior
households).

During that time there was a tremendous outcry of
homeowner’s in other communities wanting help to
organize. With a lot of hard work by many the
Association of Manufactured Homeowner’s was born.
Now | find myself representing all Manufactured home
owners in Washington State as a board member of the
National group Manufactured Homeowners of Americal

The nine member board convened in Washington D.C.
April 24™ thru 27" for training and a board meeting as
well as having the opportunity to meet and educate the
federal legislators on the issues of manufactured home
living. We all took part in a excellent training that
included goal setting. A segment was done on how to
conduct research meetings as well as a fascinating
presentation on the history of Manufactured Home
Communities.

The board members split into groups attending a total
of 14 meeting with policy maker’s staff which included
Senator Patty Murray, Congressman Jay Inslee and
Congressman Rick Larsen. We also had meetings with
policy staff at the headquarters of AARP and the Alliance
for Retired Americans. The reception was very
favorable. We were able to come away with valuable
information of what can and cannot be done on a
federal level. We all came away feeling confident that
those we met with now had a much clearer
understanding of the challenges we face by owning the
homes but not the land underneath them.

It was an honor and privilege to have represented all of
you and | would be more than happy to answer any
further questions you may have.
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AMHO OFFERS FORUMS SEMINARS TO

COMMUNITIES

AMHO wants to make you aware of your
manufactured home owner rights under Washington
State Laws.

The right to a safe secure house and home is a basic
human right that should be enjoyed by everyone,
regardless of any factor. However, manufactured
home owners whose homes are located in mobile
home park communities have traditionally not wholly
enjoyed that right and other rights homeowners
enjoy. The trouble has been, manufactured / mobile
home owners own their home, but, they do not own
the land upon which it is located! So the ability to live
safely and securely has not been one manufactured
home owners have been able to depend on. In
recent years, particularly with rising property values
and other reasons, park owners have been
increasingly closing and selling their parks to
redevelopment. In the past 3 years more than 55
parks in Washington have closed, displacing
thousands of residents and their families! With no
place to move their home too many mobile home
owners have had their homes demolished! For many
their home was their only real asset!

The good news is: As result of much work by AMHO
and other organizations and by concerned
community leaders and legislators, new laws have
been passed that protect manufactured home
owners’ rights. The State Attorney General now
enforces these laws.

However, in order for these laws to be effectively
enforced, home owners must know them and their
rights under them!

Says AMHO’s Organizing Chair, Kylin Parks, “Since
AMHO was formed, we have worked to educate
homeowners of their rights and to help them form
non-profit home owners’ associations, so that
manufactured/mobile home owners can become
more effective in working with State legislators,
locally elected officials and other agencies to enforce
their rights and work to preserve their community. “
AMHO holds regular meetings and seminars state
wide as a public service at no cost to inform and
educate manufactured home owners. AMHO offers
assistance and support to residents who wish to form
home owners’ associations (HOAs). AMHO is ready
to help! To arrange an informational meeting, call
Kylin Parks at 425 -772-5174

MEMBERS SPEAK

Work with Owners and Managers

By Dan Barrett, President
Pantera Lago Homeowner’s Association

Usually a homeowners' association is a legal entity created by a
real estate developer. Covenants, conditions, and restrictions are
created (and recorded) and all future owners must pay
assessments and abide by the restrictions of the association.
Homeowners' associations manage recreational facilities, maintain
landscaping of common areas, and occasionally employ a
management company or on-site manager. All of this administered
by a Board of Directors elected by the homeowners.

But we are different.

We live in a manufactured
home community where
the land is owned and
controlled by a landlord.
There are no covenants,
conditions or restrictions.
However, Washington State Pantera Lago, Kent Washington
statutes require land lords
to establish certain rules and regulations for the park
residents. The landlord rents the use of the land to us to
place our homes on. To entice us to do so, the landlord
makes the community look attractive with landscaping,
paved roads and sidewalks. The landlord may offer
amenities and services such as a clubhouse or a swimming
pool. We negotiate the terms of the lease and agree to abide
by the landlord’s Rules and Regulations when we sign our
annual leases.

Issues like preservation of our communities and lifestyle are
best accomplished by getting laws and regulations changed,
but that takes a great deal of time and effort to achieve and
is best handled by larger organizations like AMHO. However,
as local homeowner’s associations we find ourselves dealing
more with issues arising from the park rules and regulations.
The continued existence of our associations depends on our
ability to address the everyday and immediate needs of our
member residents. In order to do this we have to deal with
on-site managers, management companies or occasionally
directly with an owner. Since we have no real legal standing,
aside from certain protections under state law, we have to
use our powers of persuasion to solve the issues within our
parks.

Successful associations will work with managers rather than
opposing them. We walk a fine line in trying to get
improvements in our parks without pushing the owners so
far that they simply give up and sell out from underneath us.
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WORK WITH MANAGERS CONTINUED

Here are some “Don’ts” when dealing with
management. Don’t: (1) Nag or just be a complainer. (2)
Assume a resident’s complaint is valid. (3) Be accusatory
or critical. (4) Make demands or threats.

And a few “Do’s”: (1) Be friendly and courteous, (2) Have
documentation when making your point.

Keep a log of problems as they are passed to you. (3) Be
considerate of their position as a manager under the
employ of the owner. (4) Offer your help in finding a
solution. (5) Make reasonable, workable suggestions.
Developing and practicing good negotiation skills will
help us all accomplish our goal of maintaining pleasant,
working relationships with owners and managers which
will result in happier residents.

MEMBERS SPEAK

YOU WANT WHAT?
By Judith White

My Daddy use to say “You Want What? In answering
him you had to be very persuasive or forget it!
Manufactured/Mobile Home Owners are saying the
same these days with cries of uncontrollable rent
increases, management problems, maintenance issues,
notices of closures and the list goes on. Ok, how do we
get what we want? Put aside the fear of retaliation,
retribution, discrimination, and get involved! Become
informed and know your rights as a homeowner living in
manufactured housing.

Do you have a copy of the Revised Code of Washington
RCW 59.20 in your possession? You should. This is your
guide to your rights as a homeowner. Call toll free 1-
866-924-6458 and ask for a copy for yourself or several
for your neighbors.

Now let’s get to the meat of the message. Our
legislators, elected by you, want to hear from you
personally. They won’t bite and they put their pants on
one leg at a time just like you and me. During the
summer and fall months they are back home in your
district, hopefully mowing the lawn, and hopefully being
approachable by you, participating in the local parade
and town hall meetings. Invite them to your park for a
forum, town hall meeting, or to your home with a few of
your neighbors.

Don’t overlook enlightening the local mayor or city
council person also.

Don’t overlook enlightening the local mayor or city council
person also. They need to hear your stories and become
informed about living in a manufactured/mobile community
now and not waiting until January 2010.

If you are a Republican, invite a Democrat and vice versa. | am
aware that this is a novel idea but these are non-partisan
issues we are dealing with. Walking down the hall with a
Legislator this past session he informed me he had no
experience with manufactured living, and begged to be
educated. He cared about his constituents and desired to be
of service to all especially when | shared with him the number
of housing units that were in his district, these are votes
regardless of one’s political persuasion. Use your telephone,
find his or her local number and call them up and have a chat
about your challenges and victories. Come January 2010 the
“You Want What?” cry will be for all of us: the preservation of
our Dispute Resolution Program, which you fought so hard to
get passed and are paying for. The park owners are out to
have this set aside and we will be back in the dark ages - use it
or lose it! Alonger Notice of Closure to give protection to the
most vulnerable when a park is put on the market or its use
changes, is a priority for us. Yes, working on rent justification
is in the works but it will not happen overnight. So join with
others and tell your Legislator “What You Want”!

GET INVOLVED & MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Judith White, AMHO Secretary shares her perspective on
legislative advocacy.

Your vote counts — with more than 100,000 manufactured
homes located in more than 1600 communities in Washington
State - YOU HAVE THE POWER!

How to reach your elected officials
Your voter registration card will tell you which legislative
district you are in.
You can find out the names and addresses of your state
senator and your two state representatives by going online to:
http://www.leg.wa.gov/legislature
You can e-mail your legislator — they are all carrying laptops.
All email addresses are: “last name.first name@ leg.wa.gov”
(e.g. doe.john@leg.wa.gov)
You can write to your legislators — personal letters are very
compelling so tell your story.
You can call the HOT-LINE TOLL FREE! 1-800-562-6000 to
leave a message with your legislator.

What they need to know about YOU!
You are a registered VOTER living in THEIR District!
You own your home.
Your landlord lives out of state (if that is true).
You have, say, 200 VOTERS living in your park (or whatever a
reasonable estimate of actual number of people in the park.



mailto:doe.john@leg.wa.gov
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Why YOU want their Support!
Tell your legislators you want their support. We need to
preserve the Attorney General’s Dispute Resolution
Program. We fought so hard for this, we are paying for it
and we need it.
Tell your legislators that you would like a much longer
Notice of Closure than the 12 months that is all you will
currently get if your community changes its use. Tell your
legislators that your home is NOT MOBILE, it cannot be
moved, and that you will lose your one and only asset if
your community is ever sold for development purposes.
Let’s chat about Rent, and affordability.

How to Maintain the Relationship with your Legislator
Invite your legislators to a meeting in your manufactured
housing community. Be sure to have a good turnout of
homeowners at the meeting.

Ask your legislators to your home for coffee and a visit
with a few neighbors.

Visit your legislators in OLYMPIA during the session.
Manufactured Housing Lobby Day will be held in
Olympia on January 14™, 2010; mark it on your calendar
now. Make an appointment in advance to meet with
your Representatives and Senator to show them that you
care. The Legislative Action Team will be sending out
updates on this all events having to do with Legislation.
LegActTeam@qg.com

Stay in touch with your legislators when they are not in
session — they are often more accessible during the rest
of the year when they are back in your district. Call their
District Office and meet them there.

Getting Others Involved
When the ALERT comes out to come to Olympia for a
hearing or to testify, please make every effort, load your
car with neighbors, this is a great learning experience and
makes an incredible statement to our lawmakers.
Ask your family, friends, neighbors, church members, all
the people you know in different parts of Washington to
be a part of your email tree and support team to contact
their legislators on your behalf. We as
manufactured/mobile home owners are tired of living in
fear of eviction due to the redevelopment or change of
use of our manufactured housing communities.
United and together we can make a difference!
Keep in touch and be ready for other opportunities in the
future to make your voice heard and thus to make
Manufactured/Mobile Home living an attractive option
for people.

Judith White is State Secretary for AMHO, a 19 year resident of a Manufactured
Home Community, and serves on the Legislative Action Team Serving the
Manufactured/Mobile Home Community. LegActTeam@q.com — using the
computer to keep folks informed and alerted as to what is happening legislative
wise.

HELP AMHO GROW!

MEMBERSHIP AND VOLUNTEERISM!
By Jo Parkening — Membership Chair

Two of the most troublesome “words” for any organization
these days. AMHO is now entering its third year of operation
and finds these areas in our organization challenging also.
There is still so much to be done if we truly wish to preserve
manufactured housing (55 park closures is enough), our way
of life, and to support legislation that makes our lives feel
safe and comfortable. We are very thankful for all those
members serving AMHO at this time and the 130 or more
who supported this year’s lobby day event. We have many
ways in which our members can help us that can fit into
almost anyone’s time and energy. One of the really easy
ways to help is to simply get a neighbor to join our
organization. So, when you’re looking at where to do some
volunteering this year, please place your home and AMHO at
the top of your list. Looking forward to meeting many of you
at this year’s annual meeting.

CONTACT AMHO

AMHO EASTERN WASHINGTON PHONE: 509-230-8508
AMHO WESTERN WASHINGTON PHONE: 425-772-5174
WWW.WAMHO.ORG

JOIN AMHO

Manufactured housing is one of the last forms of
affordable housing for seniors and low income families.
Communities are closing at a rate that is leading to more
homelessness and subsidized housing.

AMHO works to promote preservation of Washington’s
manufactured housing communities by promoting
resident ownership of communities, improving and
strengthening the state statutes that protect
communities and developing a non-adversarial
relationship between community owners and
homeowners.

If these are important to you please join AMHO!
Become an AMHO Activist!

AMHO MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $12.00 PER YEAR!
CALL 425 -772-5174
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN

AMHO
17408 44" Ave. W. #40
Lynnwood Washington, 98037
PASS THIS MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION ON TO A NEIGHBOR!



mailto:LegActTeam@q.com
mailto:LegActTeam@q.com

AMHO MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mail to
AMHO
17408 44" Ave. W. #40
Lynnwood Washington, 98037
CALL 425 -772-5174

NEW MEMBER

FOR MORE INFORMATION

YOUR NAME:

RENEWAL

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

E-MAIL:

PARK COMMUNITY NAME

PLEASE INCLUDE $12.00 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE.
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AMHO DOES NOT SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH ANYONE ELSE
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