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VICTORYSnohomsh County Planning
Commission Recommends Adoption of the
aazoAftS | 2YS dihaNBHE W
On Tuesday July 28", 2009, a standing room only
audience of over 150 manufactured homeowners,
community owners and other interested parties, listened
to compelling testimony urging the Commission to
recommend adoption of a draft ordinance that would zone
27 manufactured housing communities in unincorporated
{Yy2K2YAaK /[ 2dzyG@ | Zhiséodl@ 6 A
result in the long-term preservation of these communities
and give more than 2,000 manufactured home owning
households security of tenure. The hearing lasted for 3
hours and the Commission decided to table the motion to
recommend adoption of the ordinance so that further
deliberations could occur.
On Tuesday August 4, 2009, the Commission met for a
further 3+ hours and ultimately passed a unanimous vote

AMHO Members, in their green tebirts among the

in favor of the proposed ordinance. The Commission was more than 150 manufactured home owners and mobild
able to come to an unanimous position because of the home park residents who turned out to urge the
inclusion of 4 amendments to the draft ordinance. These Snohomish @inty Council to adoghe mobile home
amendments ensure that any community where the park rezone ordinance.

homes are owned by the community owner are exempt
from the ordinance, that requests for rezones need not go
through the docket process, that the creation of new
manufactured housing communities be encouraged in rural
areas provided this is consistent with the Growth
Management Act, and that new manufactured housing
communities be encouraged in urban areas.

The Planning Commission also included a list of other
adz3aSaidArzya F2N GKS [/ 2dz/i
now begins its process prior to voting on the rezone
ordinance.

Congratulations to all the AMHO members and other
manufactured homeowners who attended the

/| 2YYA&daA2y Q& Lzt AO KSI NR
who testified so eloquently. Our work is not over yet, we
will need all of you and more at the County Couy’ OA f Q §
hearing on the issue, so watch this space for details about
that, and remember to wear your green AMHO T-shirt to
the next public hearing!

An AMHO Member prepas to give testimony tthe
CountyCounciMembers

Page 1




AMHO ANNUAL MEETING A HUGE SUCCESS!

lal hQa !'yydzf YSSOGAy3a 41 &
was well hosted by The Panteralago!l 2 YS2 gy S NI
Association at their spacious Kent highlands community.
The meeting was moderated by Dan Barrett, President
tFYyGSNY [32 1 2YS26ySNDa
Some 50 AMHO members attended.

Some of the over 50 members who attendednheeting

Organizing Chair,Kylint I NJ & X NXLJ2 NIl SR
FOO02YLX AaKYSyida Ay (KS LI
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of organizing home owner associations in more
communities statewide and holding seminars around the
state, informing community residents of their rights under
the landlord tenant laws as well as the forging of further
alliances with other housing advocate organizations.
G!'alh 3INRgEA al0GNBYy3aASNI SOSNI
Fa aKS aSid ! alkexpafsin gyaRodoubleN:
its membership over the coming year.

AMHO Secretary Judith White, presenting reprfs to the
meeting.

AMHO Secretary Judith White and John Landis of The
Legislative Action Team reported on the past legislative
session. Landis reported that the lack of progress of

housing and manufactured housing measures in the last
aSaaArzy gl a tINBSte& RdzS
current financial economic crisis facing the state.

White and Landis conducted a lively discussion with the
FGGSYRAYI YSYOSNA o2 dzi
strategies should be for the upcoming legislative season.

N

The membership consensus was to concentrate on
clarifications and strengthening the Manufactured/Mobile
Home Landlord Tenant Act; blocking a potential move by
park owners to repeal the Attorney General Dispute
Resolution Program should that arise; and concentrated
efforts to pass the longer notice of closure legislation
mandating more than the current 1 year. Landis stressed
that this year particularly participation in strong lobby
efforts will be key to getting these bills heard and passed by
the legislature.

Also discussed was mounting a lobby day specifically for
manufactured housing. To that end AMHO will be holding a
Manufactured Housing Advocacy Day on Thursday January
14,2010 from 10am - 4pm in the Columbia Room in the
State Legislative Building in Olympia ¢mark your calendars
now ¢ we want 300 people at this very important event!
Elections of new Board Members were held. Jo Parkening
gl a St SOGSR Fa !al hQa ySg
Cheeney. ¢See related sty.

Robin Peck and Don Carlson were nominated from the
floor and were subsequently elected. Dan Barrett was
also elected and will serve as Treasurer. The new Board
members join Randy Chapman, Vice President and
representative for Eastern Washington, Judith White,
Secretary and members - Kylin Parks, Jerry Huffman
and Steve Niven.

P

Left to right- Judith White, Secretary, Randy Chapman, Vice
President for Eastern WA., Dan Barrett, President Pantera
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As your newly elected President of AMHO, | want to
alke ac¢KFylaég G2 2dzNJ 62F NR
G2 adSLI Ayid2 2dzNJ LINBOJA 2 dza
great work of this organization. | joined the board a year
ago because | believe so strongly in the need to preserve
manufactured housing in the state of Washington. Also,
because one day three years ago my husband and |
received a letter in the mail telling us our park had been
sold to a developer and we had one year to destroy our
homeandvt OF 6 SH , 2dz OF y Qi RSa(
experience when this happens, as thousands of others in
this state will tell you that have lost their homes.
Fortunately, we were able to end up saving our park and
the park next door (a long, but gratifying story). We won
our battle, but not the war. So, here | am working with an
organization of all volunteers that is dedicated to helping
manufactured homeowners organize to win their battles
and hopefully as we become more and more united to
eventually win the war!

What are our goals for this next year? With your help
we want to double our membership and our volunteer base
(no one can do this alone), inform as many residents as
possible of their rights as a homeowner, to help parks all
over the state organize into non-profit homeowner
associations and to work hard on legislation that will assure
all homeowners that they will be able to live comfortably
and without fear in the their homes and in this life style of
their choice ¢ the last form of affordable unsubsidized
housing in the country!
Ishbel Dickens, staff attorney at Columbia Legal Services,
YIe 0SS F@FAtlIofS (2 LINROA
presentation at your community meeting. She can be
reached at: 206-464-5936 X 272. Also, if you plan to host a
/' FYRARIG4S&aQ C2NMzy @&2dz YA3
that as well. She has been working on our legislative issues
for many years and is a great resource to both homeowners
and candidates who want to learn more about the
legislative issues important to manufactured homeowners.
Looking forward to meeting and working with as many of
you as possible,
Jo Parkening - President
lalh 1 9!'wecC) [,
FRANK CHEENEY
Citing health issues, Frank Cheeney has passed the hat of
President to newly elected President, Jo Parkening.
The Board and members wish to heartfully thank Frank for
his service.
Frank was one of the key creators of AMHO. His vision and
work and leadership made AMHO the vibrant and effective
organization it has become.
Frank is most greatly thanked for his long and tireless
efforts on behalf of manufactured housing preservation,

¢l 1 bY{ L¢
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Frank will be missed. All of us at AMHO wish him well for

full recovery!

Frank has sent word that his convalescence is progressing
satisfactorily. We hope to see him again soon!

lal hQ{ tw9{L59b¢ .[hD{ !t
OFFICE
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and volunteers, so | want to catch you all up on how hard
everyone has been working. Even though | may mention
only a few names, please note that your nine member
board and many volunteers are working on a daily basis
serving all of us from their local communities to Olympia
and anywhere in the state we are invited to help.

¢tKS SlaldaiBREgREN wlLly RBIA ¥ K
leadership over there. We have 90 some new members
and have assisted four more parks in the Spokane and
Clarkston areas in establishing their homeowners
F3a20AGA2yao 2 SQ@pS ALYy
supporting a possible rezoning effort by their County
Council. If passed, this would save the homeowners in
approximately 30 communities from eventually having their
homes sold out from under them in the future.

Have you taken a good look at our website lately? Randy
Gibson has been working with volunteer webmaster, David
Baum, to keep upgrading it on a regular basis. Randy is also
our newsletter editor and is doing a great job creating new
and informative articles for every publication.

Wearenow,asco-K2adia 2F GKAa &SI
convention (right here in Seattle), working hard to make it
one of the best. We hope as many of our parks as possible
will be represented over the weekend. Have you registered
yet?

Lastly, | want to thank all of our members who are
continuing to renew their memberships with AMHO.
Membership monies are what continue to keep us able to
do this work. KnowingournineYSY o SNJ 6 2 I NR
everywhere, | especially want to thank those of you who
are recruiting new members for us each month. Keep
spreading the word! If you wish to contact us with a
concern, an idea or wish to volunteer, please use the phone
number on your membership card.

Hope to meet many of you in September at the convention.
Jo Parkening, President

2009 WASHINGTON STATEb L hw [/ L
FOUNDATION FALL CONFERENCE
Friday, October 30, 2009

www.waseniorlobby.org

senior housing and affordable housing in Washington

AMHO Hosts th&NATIONAL MHOA CONVENTION
Seattle Wa. September 112
Register NOW425-772-5174.

continued4
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REPORT FROM EASTERN WAXHHKIN By Randy Chapman, AMHO Vice President for Eastern Washington

AMHO DIRECTORS TRAVEL TO CLARKSTO

NEW HOME OWNER ASSOCIATIONS FORME
By Randy Chapman

ON JUNE 19TH AMHO Directors Jo Parkening, Jerry
Huffman and Randy Chapman were in Clarkston,
Washington to talk with members of the Home Owners
Association at Sonary Crest Mobile Home Park. A crowd of
about forty five residents showed up to get the latest
AYF2NXYEGA2Y | 02 dzi DigpsteSs ! G G
Resolution program and how they can use this program to
lodge complaints against their owner. The group also
learned about AMHO and our non-adversarial approach of
helping manufactured home owners become aware of their
rights and giving them the tools they need to enjoy their
manufactured housing community life style.

Sonary Crest community residents gather and hea{r from
AMHO

ON THE EVENING of June 19" there was an AMHO
information night at San Sousi West manufactured home
community with residents from San Sousi West, Mullen Hill
¢SNNF OS FyR {dzyRI yOS aSlI R
Dispute Resolution program was explained to those in
attendance and many questions were answered about
tenant rights, illegal rental leases and a host of other issues.
AS A RESULT of this meeting two new Home Owner
Associations have been formed. (The third community
already has an HOA.) If your manufactured home
community does not have a Home Owners Association
AMHO will show you how to start one, provide you with the
tools that you will need and help you get started. DO IT
NOW.

AMHO board members had the opportunity to speak with
over seventy five manufactured home owners in the last six
weeks in Eastern Washington.

AMHO would like to speak to your group about your
particular needs wherever you are in Washington State.
Please give any AMHO Board member a call to arrange for
someone to come and speak to your group soon.

CONTACT AMHO EASTERN WASGINGTON:
RANDY CHAPMAN:
MHTTA@hotmail.com
(509) 2327969Cell: (509) 95B065

95L¢hwQf{ bh¢oyY 2A0GK ! al hQf{
eastern Washington now have Home Owners Association

More Eastern Washington &bpenings
The better weather of late has brought about many
exciting happenings in Eastern Washington. Among them
was the meeting on the 20" of May when Ishbel Dickens of
Columbia Legal Services, Kylin Parks and Randy Chapman of
AMHO met with the three Spokane County Commissioners
to discuss land use and zoning issues that would benefit
manufactured homeowners. Commissioners Todd Meilke,
Bonnie Mager and Mark Richard were very receptive to the
issues that were presented and we left the meetings with
suggestions and ideas on who to contact.
On the evening of June 19" there was an AMHO
information night at San Sousi West manufactured home
community with residents from San Sousi West, Mullen Hill
¢ SNNF OS FyR {dzy R yOS aSIR
Dispute Resolution program was explained to those in
attendance and many questions were answered about
tenant rights, illegal rental leases and a host of other
issues.

WANT TO FORM A HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION.
AMHO CAN HELP!

CONTACT: Kylin Parks, Organizing Officer

425772-5174- kylinparks@yahoo.com

Eastern Washington: Randy Chapman, 50232
7969 cell 50951-9065mhtta@ hotmail.com

Learn about your rights as a manufactured home owner
under the Stateds | angd
Spanish speaking interpreter availaibleeeded

AMHO will be holding a Manufactured Housing
Advocacy Day on Thursday Jaary 14,2010 from
10am- 4pm in the Columbia Room in the State
Legisldive Building in Olympia
Mark your calendars now
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE IS WORKING |
MANUFACTURED HOUSING OWNERS

June 30, 2009 rom the Seattle PI

Spokane seniors told they didn't own their homes!
Mobile-home park owner changes sales terms after
FdG2NYySe DSYSNIfUa h¥TFa
Behalf.

SPOKANE Residents of a Spokane mobile home park
were bewildered to learn they didn't own the homes they
live in. When an investigation by the Washington Attorney
General's Office revealed that the owner of West Prairie
Village never properly transferred the titles, the business
agreed to make things right.

West Prairie Village owner, Vito Enterprises, U.S., Ltd.,
cooperated with the state's investigation and signed an
agreement submitted today for filing in Thurston County
Superior Court.

Vito Enterprises, which also owns Western Village in Oak
Harbor, rents lots to homeowners. The corporation also
buys homes out of foreclosure from former park residents
then rents or sells them to new tenants.

"Some of West Prairie Village's residents are seniors who
were denied property-tax exemptions because they didn't
own their homes," Assistant Attorney General Jackie
Findley said. "After the Spokane Assessor's Office alerted us
to the problem, we investigated and found that the titles
hadn't been properly transferred and the sales contract
terms were vague."

The purchase agreements and promissory notes required
new West Prairie Village homeowners to make monthly
payments with 9 percent interest amortized at 15 years.
Although the agreement referenced a "5-year term," it
wasn't clear to purchasers that they were responsible for

a balloon payment. At the end of five years, owners were
told they needed to pay off the remaining balance or renew
their contracts at a 12-percent interest rate.

The Attorney General's Office alleged that Vito Enterprises'
sales practices were unfair and violated Washington's
Consumer Protection Act.

Findley said the corporation's president is a dentist who
lives in Canada and wasn't familiar with Washington laws.
A recently hired park manager didn't follow through with
the paperwork required to properly transfer the home
titles.

Vito Enterprises has reinstated the prior sales contracts and
refunded homeowners interest paid over the original 9
percent. The company also revised its purchase form to
ensure that future buyers are aware of the balloon
payment.

As part of the agreement, Vito Enterprises will pay $14,500
to reimburse the Attorney General's Office for attorneys'
fees and legal costs.
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Mobile Home Tenants Along Snohomish River Told T
Go Or Els&EMA Threatens To Pull County's Flood

Insurance If Residents StayNoah Haglungnohomish County
Herald

MONROE -- People who live in Three Rivers Mobile Park face
the threat of flooding from the Snohomish River winter after
winter, but many say they stay because they have no place
else to go. Now, they may not have a choice. Snohomish
County gave the park's owner an Aug. 31 deadline to remove
all mobile homes and motor homes. About 100 people live
at the park near Monroe.

Many residents aren't sure how they will comply, even if
they wanted to; it costs money to move a trailer, or even to
tear one down. Some tenants don't have the cash to pay
up-front costs for an apartment. Others fear no landlord
would rent to them because of their dogs and other pets.
"Basically, they're putting people between a rock and a hard
place," said Jerry Jones, 37, who has lived in the park about
four years. "For them just to come in and say everybody's
32Ga4Fr 32 X LGYUA NBFffe dzy?
The Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA, is
forcing the county to make changes at the park. FEMA told
the county to get the buildings and vehicles out of the flood
plain or it could pull insurance coverage through the
National Flood Insurance Program from the entire county.
That would affect 1,892 people with about $365.8 million in
coverage, according to county figures.

The park's owner said he told the tenants not to worry about
the county's deadline. "It's at an early stage right now, and
it's hard to know what's going to happen,” said Bob Carey,
who has owned the property for a dozen years. "It's going to
be a big legal battle and a big fight."

Most of the people at the park live in older mobile homes or
recreational vehicles. For years, county officials have
grappled with what to do with the park; it's always been
known as a flood-prone area, but it's a precious source of
low-income housing.

The issue came up earlier this month when the county
accused Carey and the residents of violating several flood-
hazard regulations. One of the violations was making repairs
that cost more than 50 percent of a home's value, which
angers residents.

Garret Wood, 43, said "Why didn't they tell us before we put
the money into the place?" she asked. "We put $10,000 into
the place and the last assessed value was $4,700."
Authorities also claim there are problems with recreational
vehicles that are inoperable, unlicensed or have problems
with prohibited permanent additions such as decks, stoves
and wheelchair ramps.

FEMA says the violations put people at risk because the park
sits in the floodway, a part of the flood plain close to the
river with fast and free-flowing water. It boils down to a
public-safety issue, said Mark Carey, a regional mitigation
director for FEMA in Washington and other Northwestern
states. continued pagé®
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Three Riversontinued

If the county doesn't make changes, FEMA is threatening to
suspend the federal flood insurance program. While some
companies provide flood insurance, FEMA officials maintain
that their policies are more affordable, with an average
annual premium of about $550 for a properly elevated
structure in Washington.

"A total and complete suspension for the county would be
catastrophic,” FEMA's Carey said.

Ishbel Dickens, a Seattle-based attorney with nonprofit
Columbia Legal Services, has been a longtime advocate of
mobile-home owners. Normally, when a park is closing
down, residents get 12 months' notice. This situation could
be different because of safety concerns, but it still puts the
park's residents in a bad spot. "I've seen individual homes
cited for not meeting code, but it's very unusual for a whole
community to be cited in this way," she said. "The biggest
issue is that a lot of these people will lose their home, their
largest asset, and they'll never be homeowners again."

Gus Pedersen, 57, is the park's manager and has lived there
about 13 years. He appreciates the sense of community. He
doesn't want to live anywhere else. "These people are my
people. I've been down here so long, | know everybody," he
said. "I don't understand why they pick on us."”

County officials said they are working on a relocation plan,
but did not have details on Monday.

THREE RIVERS UPDATE
Three Rivers Mobile Park's Owner Challenges
County's Order That &idents Must kave

By Noah Haglund Herald Writer
MONROE -- People might get to stay a bit longer at a flood-prone
mobile home park near the Snohomish River, despite earlier
orders to leave this summer.
Last month, Shohomish County inspectors said most of the 100
people at Three Rivers Mobile Park would have to leave by Aug.
31 because their homes are at risk for flooding.
Now the owner is appealing the county's decision in an attempt
to give his tenants a permanent place to live at the park. "No
one's going anywhere," owner Bob Carey said.
At the same time, county and federal officials agree that park
residents need more time to find a new place to live.
A hearing examiner is expected to rule on Carey's appeal in late
August or September.
"We're in a holding pattern until the hearing happens," said Mike
McCrary, the county's inspection and enforcement manager.
The park is at 13201 Elliott Road, near the Snohomish River. In
January, floodwaters seeped into many homes there. That was at
least the fourth time there has been serious flooding at the
park since 1990.

EDITORIADPINION

Safe Affordable Housing Is A Basic Human Right

By Randy J. Gibson, AMHO News Editor

Shelter, housing is a basic of life. Everyone must have
shelter. It is a basic to survival.

As far back as 1948 no less than the General Assembly of the
United Nations recognized that shelter is a basic human
right. The UN adopted and proclaimed the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Article17¢H 2 F GKIF G RSOfFNY GA2Y
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living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and

of his family, including food, clothing, housingand medical
care and necessary social services, and the right to security

in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
OANDdzvail yoSa o0Se2yR KAia (

I do not think it too far-fetched to say that the issue of
manufactured housing preservation, the preservation of
safe affordable housing, is a human rights issue.

If we have not already, those of us who are involved in the
manufactured housing preservation movement need to
recognize that we are not just crusading to preserve
manufactured housing, we are actually crusading for human
rights!

We who live in manufactured housing must recognize ¢if we
have not already- that we are not just being done an
unfairness, an injustice, our very human rights are being
violated when our park communities are closed!

We must make it clear to those who would do away with
manufactured housing communities that in doing so they
are violating human rights, no less as declared by the UN.

We must impress upon our elected officials that
preservation of manufactured housing is preservation of a
basic human right. And we must impress upon them that
their duty above all others as our elected officials is the
preservation of human rights!

JOIN THE CRUSADE! JOIN AMHO!

WWW.WAMHO.ORG
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Advocacy Day
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Last year 150 AMHO members and friends attended
Housing and Homeless Advocacy Day, sponsored by
the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance. We
decided at that time that we wanted our own lobby
day so this year we will have it!

We are planning for 300 manufactured homeowners to
FGGSYR !alhQa al ydzFl Ol dz
Advocacy Day on Thursday January 14, 2010. We have
reserved the Columbia Room on the ground floor of

the Legislative Building, right on the Capitol Campus.
This is the best place for us to meet, hear about the
legislation we are proposing and to meet with

legislators from all across the state.

Please mark your calendars now. Plan to come with
your neighbors and friends so that legislators hear our
stories, see that we care about issues important to
manufactured homeowners, and take the opportunity
to meet face to face with the people who have the
power to improve our lifestyle choice or destroy it.

January 14, 2010
Columbia Room, Legislative Building,
State Capitol, Olympid0amc¢ 4pm.

Check out the AMHO webpage at: www.wamho.org for
updates and/or call Kylin Parks at 425-772-5174 for
more information.

AMHO NEWS WELCOMES
ARTICLES OF INTEREST FROM
MEMBERS AND ALSO ARITCLES
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM

HOME OWNER ASSOCIATIONS

Contact Editor

Randy J. Gibson
425742-4354
randvic@aol.com

JOIN AMHO

Become a part of the united and growing numbers of
manufactured home owners in Washingtomho are
making a difference in preserving manufactured housing.
,2dzNJ aYlFff YSYOSNRKAL] RdzS 32

-Educating state and local law makers and community
leaders about the importance of preserving mafactured
housing and urging them to pass needed legislation to
LINBAaSNBS aiGKS f1aid NBYIF Ay
K2dzaAy3é FT2NJ AaSYyA2NERI f 269

-Informing manufactured home owners of their rights.

-Assisting residents of marfactured housing communities
to form their own home owner associations

MEMBER BENEFITS
-Open invitation to all AMHO Board meetings
-Open invitation to participate in AMHO public activities
-And other activities
Your active participation in AMHGshould you wish,
FAdNIKSNAR (GKS STFSOUABSYySa:
welcomed and rewarding!
Dues are just $12.00 per year.
Members will receive a membership card and receive
lal hQ&a YIF At SR |jdzr NI SNJI &
G§KSY LJ aid S Rurenfworkand hapgenings
regarding preservation. Members connected to the web

will receiveeYl Af SR WoNBIF{1Ay3d yS4
they happen.
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your answer be?
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PLEASE JOIN US! JOINDAY!
ALREADY A MEMBER? URGE A NEIGHBOR TO JQ

Glalh L{ !'[]

hC | {
www.wamho.org

USE MEMBERSHIP SIGRIFORM ON BACK PAGE
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MEMBERSHIP SIGN FORM

YOUR NAME NEW MEMBER RENEWAL

ADDRESS

CITY _ —==-- STATE ZIP

COMMUNITY NAME

PHONE NUMBER EMAIL

Are you interested in doingolunteer work with AMHO?

AMHODoes Mt DiscloseYour Personal Informationd@Anyone, Brer!

MAIL THIS FORM WITH 12.00 MEMBERSHIP FEE TO:
AMHO
17408 44 Ave. W # 37
Lynnwood Washington 98037
FOR MORE INFORMATION CAIRI5-772-5174

VISITwww.wamho.org

AMHO Bulk Mail
17408 44" Ave W #37 Permit #
Lynnwood, WA 98037




