
 

 
 
 
 

 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

CREATES MANUFACTURED HOUSING ZONE 
By Randy J Gibson 

Victory! The Snohomish County Council has voted and signed into existence a 
Manufactured Housing Community Zone designation!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After nearly 2 years of work by the Council Members and hundreds of Snohomish County 
manufactured homeowners, and AMHO members and advocates and despite strong 
opposition by parks owners, The Council voted 4-1 in favor of implementing the new zone 
and the designation was signed into existence at a recent ceremony. 
AMHO’s efforts were largely led by AMHO member and County resident Diane Navicky with 
the aid of AMHO Organizing Chair Kylin Parks. At every meeting and hearing the council 
conducted on the issue numerous AMHO members in their distinctive green T- shirts 
showed up to urge adoption of the new zoning designation. 
“This is a HUGE victory and milestone for all of us who live in manufactured housing!” Said 
AMHO’s President, Jo Parkening., “It sets a precedent for other (municipal and county) 
governments to follow.”  
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AMHO members look on as Manufactured Housing Zoning designation 
is signed into existence by County Executive Reardon, watched closely 
by Snohomish County Councilman Mike Cooper. 

 



Details of implementation of the new zone have not yet become available.  However, 
essentially properties within the unincorporated portions of the county that are currently 
operating as manufactured housing communities will be designated as such by zoning. This 
will greatly hamper moves to redevelop as the redeveloper will first have to apply for, 
justify and receive approval from the County Planners, Zoning Commission and Council for 
a zoning change, which is a rather involved and lengthy process. The new zone gives 
homeowners some security that the land their homes occupy will not easily and suddenly 
be converted to another use. 
 In park owners’ eyes, however, the measure infringes upon their land rights. Challenges to 
the new zoning designation are likely.  
The zoning would apply to existing manufactured home parks in residential parts of 
unincorporated Snohomish County. Planners estimate it would affect 27 communities with 
approximately 2,000 households. 
The passage of the new zoning designation received media coverage, interviews and 
discussion on National Public Radio. 
As an added note, good news has come in to AMHO News that the Western District Growth 
Management Hearings Board has decided that the City of Tumwater MH zone is in 
compliance effectively striking down challenges by the park owners and the Manufactured 
Housing Communities of Washington. The AMHO News has also received word that the city 
of Marysville and also the Lynnwood City Council have been discussing mobile home park 
zoning designations. 
AMHO extends its thanks to all those who participated in these accomplishments. 
AMHO’s Kylin Parks adds, “There will undoubtedly be further challenges from the 
opposition, so we still have to be ready to show up again.”  
 

UPCOMING IMPORTANT EVENT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANUFACTURED HOUSING LOBBY DAY  

IN OLYMPIA  
 

THIS LOBBY DAY IS SPECIFICALLY FOR MANUFACTURED HOUSING  

  

JANUARY  14
th

 2010 

10am – 4pm at the Columbia Room on the Capitol Campus. 
Hear from and meet with lobbyists and legislators and inform them of your concerns 

and needs as a manufactured housing resident. 
For more information and to register for this annual event 

Please call Kylin Parks at: 425-772-5174  

E-mail Kylin your intention to attend to kylinparks@yahoo.com  
 

For current information Visit AMHOôs website www.wamho.org  

 
 

mailto:kylinparks@yahoo.com
http://www.wamho.org/
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Wow! What a great convention and experience!  It 
was an honor to have had Seattle chosen as the site 
for this year’s National MOHAA convention.  It was 
also an honor for AMHO to be a co-host.  A big thanks 
goes to all of our members who turned out to 
support this two day event.  We had a chance to meet 
and network with so many dedicated, hardworking  
volunteers from all over the United States; all united 
in the common goals of preservation and better 
legislation  for manufactured homeowners across the 
country. I’m sure our members who attended 
returned with lots of good information and ideas to 
share with their individual communities.  Your 
AMHO Board all came away with both great 
information and renewed energy to get their jobs 
done.   
What’s ahead for AMHO now as we begin looking 
toward a new year?   First on the list is our very 
important Lobby Day event in Olympia on January 
14, 2010!  Our goal this year is for the legislators to 
see 300 green t-shirts all over the Capitol campus!  
Please do your best to be one of the 300.  Every 
community should be represented. We know some 
are already looking into arranging transportation 
from their parks.  
 A second very important bit of news is that AMHO 
and MHOA are working on a consolidation of the two 
organizations. Members of both groups who 
attended convention this year agreed that it was time 
for this to happen.  Time for all of us to unite into one 
strong state organization!  Our basic mission is the 
same: to legislate for all manufactured homeowners 
in the state of Washington and to protect this chosen 
way of life.  We have a team just beginning to work 
out the details of this consolidation at this time and 
we welcome any input our members would like to 
share on this matter.  Our goal is to have things 
worked out by May of next year before our annual 
meetings, so everyone will have vote.   
 
 Jo Parkening 
President AMHO 

 
 

 

MHOAA NATIONAL CONVENTION 
HOSTED BY AMHO 
 

CONVENTION COVERAGE RECAP 
By Randy J Gibson 

(Seattle Sept 11-12) From across the country and from 
as far away as Australia more than 150 delegates 
and attendees gathered at Seattle’s Executive Inn 
for the MHOHAA National Convention hosted by 
AMHO and coordinated by All Parks Alliance for 
Change. 
In attendance were Representatives from many 
state organizations, individual home owners’ 
associations and their advocates, including The 
Corporation For Enterprise Development (CFED), 
and numerous individual members. 
CFED’s, president, Andrea Levere, was the opening 
day keynote speaker and mainly stressed that CFED 
is venturing into park preservation via ROC USA 
(Resident Owned Communities) Inc. so as to 
empower low income homeowners to purchase and 
preserve their communities.. 
Following were talks presented by leaders in the 
manufactured housing preservation movement. 
AMHO’s President, Jo Parkening and AMHO 
Organizing Chair Kylin Parks were among the 
speakers informing the audience of the significant 
strides AMHO has made in our state. 
 

The conventioneers were informed that currently 
across our nation, About 3.5 million American 
families live in an estimated 50,000 manufactured 
home communities, including about 1,800 
communities in Washington comprising 
approximately 8% of the state’s population. 
 
The bulk of the day’s activities included rounds of 
seminars and panel discussions covering current 
issues facing manufactured homeowners, and the 
sharing of ideas and strategies for preservation 
such as legislative and legal action and successes in 
those areas.  Also addressed in the panel 
discussions and seminars were the subjects of  
membership recruitment, activism, member 
retention  and expansion of local state and the 
national organization.  
The seminars AMHO News attended were thickly 
attended lively and interactive. 
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Of the preservation strategies presented key were 
legislative; as a result of the works of our 
organizations more states are invoking home 
owners’ rights, landlord tenant laws and making 
these enforceable. Presented as a model was our 
state’s shifting manufactured housing disputes to 
the Attorney General’s Office, a move which AMHO 
played a major role in.  The Attorney General’s 
Office has since been aggressive at protecting and 
enforcing manufactured homeowners’ rights .  
Further strategies presented were lobbying law 
makers, pressing for passage of measures that 
directly prevent the conversion of communities to 
other uses or making the process as difficult –and 
expensive- as possible as a deterrent to 
redevelopment. Of note were the successful use of 
moratoria on community closures for conversion, 
and media campaigns. 
Model moratoria presented included the current 
one in Snohomish County, which AMHO has 
pressed strongly for and which as reported has 
resulted in creation of a manufactured home park 
zone designation for the county. 
The take away from all these activities was that to 
preserve our lifestyle, our homes, our investments, 
and our property we must get involved!  
Stressed was that to attract and activate and retain 
membership our organizations, must, be effective 
and must provide a sense of belonging and then 
provide tangible results and reward for 
participation. Seminar presenters stressed that 
people in manufactured housing must be made 
aware of the issues and their rights. Most are 
unaware of or do not really recognize the threat or 
feel the threat until the closure eviction notice 
arrives, or, they are intimidated into inaction by 
managers and owners.  Homeowners need to know 
that there is strength and security in numbers. 
Day two of the convention was another series of 
very lively, enlightening, and informative 
discussions, seminars, and panels.  
The convention closed with overwhelming reviews 
of its success in bringing manufactured home 
owners closer together. 
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CONVENTION FAR EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS! 
Joyce & Ken Squier, Kloshe Illahee, Federal Way, WA., 
Attended the convention and had the following to 
say: 

 
The September 11th & 12th meetings under a 
mantra of “Unity, Community, Opportunity”, was 
our first occasion to attend a meeting regarding “a 
new alternative to retirement living” for us. 
Manufactured Home living, with all its tribulations, 
all its opportunities, its joy, and yes a growing 
concern of survival. From the very Opening 
Address to the individual “break-out sessions” 
(covered elsewhere in this newsletter), we were 
totally inspired by the entire 2 days and much 
more educated and motivated about our future life 
style.     
       
Bottom line: What we received by taking the time 
to attend this national meeting, was to hear   
straight forward presentations, given by obviously 
knowledge-able, highly respected speakers “who 
walk the talk”! Far from the harangue of hearsay 
and gossip! We came away most appreciative of the 
support gained and the planning by APAC, the Co-
sponsorship by CFED and Host: AMHO!                
     
                   
Patricia Pace, President, Ray Denny, Vice President 
Glenwood Estates Manufactured Home Park Marysville, 
Washington 

 
Attending the 2009 MHOAA Convention was a first 
time experience for our group. There was so much 
information that got our attention from the small 
group breakout sessions, to the interaction with 
other members from different parts of the country.  
We came home with new insight and much 
excitement for improving our own park. Thanks to 
all the people involved and all the hard work done 
to provide us with this experience.     
 

AMHO and The AMHO News wish 
everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a 
Happy New Year to come! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is time now to get ready for the upcoming 2010 
session of the State Legislature. AMHO, the LAT, 
and activists have been preparing all year, and 
now it is time for everyone to get involved!  
Activities are already underway. LAT Members 
report that four candidate/legislative forums or 
meetings with legislators have been held to date. 
Members in the 11th, 30th, 47th, and 9th. districts 
are reaching out to their legislators and asking for 
support of our issues.  The LAT will be sending a 
notice of our issues to each legislator in November 
asking for their support but the message has more 
impact if it comes from you who live in that 
Legislators District.  Your actions are needed now! 
If we wait for January it is too late!  Working 
together we can make a difference. 
Please mark your calendar and plan for January 
14th in Olympia.  The Columbia Room in the State 
Capitol has been reserved for Manufactured 
Housing Lobby Day.  Please plan to attend and 
visit your legislators so that they can hear from 
you about what is important to manufactured 
home owners. 

In the 2010 legislative session three issues will be 
coming up:  HB 1581/SB5550 - the two year 
closure notice bill; HB 1908/SB 8522 - 
amendments to RCW 59.20 (the 
Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Act; 
and support and preservation of the Attorney 
General's Dispute Resolution Program RCW 
59.30.  

HB1581/SB5550 - The current 12 month notice of 
closure of Manufactured Home Parks is 
insufficient.  People who own their homes need far 
more time to make serious life decisions about 
where they are going to move, especially when the 
decision is forced on them by their community 
owner.  Many home owners invested their life 
savings to purchase their homes in a community.  
Now they simply do not have the resources to 
start over again.  In the end, most people displaced 
from closing communities must destroy their 

 

homes, even while they are still paying off a 
mortgage.  Please support the two year closure 
notice bill.  
 

HB 1908/SB 5822 - RCW 59.20 - The act is vague 
in many places and still does not always provide 
enough protection to manufactured home owners. 
This bill was heard in the Senate Financial 
Institutions and Housing Committee last year but 
failed to get out of committee.  We hope that our 
continued pressure for this bill will move it along 
this session..   This will also help the AG's office in 
resolving complaints under RCW 59.30.  Please 
support changes to the language in RCW 59.20.  

RCW 59.30 - It took 6 long years to create this 
program and put some teeth in the enforcement of 
RCW 59.20.  Park owners continue to object to the 
AG enforcement rights created under RCW 59.30.  
Many community residents (and landlords) have 
benefited from RCW 59.30.  Please do not support 
any efforts by the park owners to undermine or 
terminate RCW 59.30.  

We all must begin now to speak with our 
respective legislators on these issues that we are 
passionate about.  Effective actions are hosting 
forums in your communities, talking to your 
legislators in person, sending them an email, 
calling them and telling your stories.  Again, 
waiting until January is too late! - Please engage 
your email tree, friends & neighbors and inform 
them - we can make a difference.  

First, though, you should inform yourself –and 
your neighbors, family and friends - of your 
legislators’ voting records on our issues, use it, 
contact them, inform them. Encourage them to 
support us, keeping in mind that these are non-
partisan people issues.  

THE LEGISLATIVE SEASON IS APPROACHING! 
 

IMPORTANT LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION 
Prepared by Judith White, AMHO Secretary 

 Member of the Legislative Action Team (LAT) 
And the AMHO NEWS 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And remember to thank those who have been in 
support of us. Voting records are available on the 
Washington legislature website and at 
Washington votes website or contact the LAT at 
LegActTeam@q.com. 

In mid-November all legislators will be contacted 
by the LAT informing them of our issues and 
asking for their support.  LAT members will also 
be copied on this email and encouraged to 
contact their legislators 

Recent Community Closures: 
Evergreen Estates: 43 spaces lost, Manor Heights: 28  
spaces lost. Total community closures in 2009, seven, 
195 spaces lost! Total community closures in 2008, 
sixteen, 718 spaces lost. Total spaces lost 2008-09, 
913. 
  

Legislative HOTLINE IS:  1 -800-562-6000 

Washington State Legislature WEB 

PAGE IS:  www.leg.wa.gov 
 

 EASTERN WASHINGTON LEGISLATIVE ACTION  
By Randy Chapman AMHO Vice President for Eastern 
Washington 
 

This past summer found many Eastern 
Washington AMHO members entertaining their 
legislators in their districts and asking for their 
support of the two year notice of closure bill that 
will be presented during the next legislative 
session.  
In Spokane home owners in the sixth and ninth 
districts hosted their legislators,   They gave 
tours of their homes and showed the legislators 
what it would take to move their homes should 
the parks be sold to someone who would develop 
the land for something other than a 
Manufactured Housing Community. “One year is 
simply not enough” we told Senator Mark 
Schoessler of the ninth district, when he toured 
my home at Mullen Hill Terrace south of Spokane 
on highway 195. Senator Schoessler was at least 
honest when he told those assembled that he 
could not vote for this bill. The good Senator lives 
in Ritzville and owns commercial real estate. 
Maybe he should go back to managing his 
property after next election.  
Also we met with Senator Lisa Brown’s staff at 
her Spokane office seeking her support. We 
understand that Senator Brown is supportive of 
our issues.  
 

In other news, the AMHO membership is growing 
in Eastern Washington and three new home 
owner associations are being formed in Spokane 
County.  
 

PANTERA LAGO COMMUNITY HOLDS 
LEGISLATIVE FORUM   
By Dan Barrett 
Last night at our homeowners’ meeting, Rep. Pat 
Sullivan and Rep. Geoff Simpson addressed about 
60 folks and answered questions. I think they are 
real champions for our cause. They even made 
quite an astounding offer to the Pantera Lago 
residents: If we get annexed into the City of Kent 
on Nov. 3rd, they will help us directly in getting 
manufactured housing community zoning status, 
including the hiring and driving of the bus to get 
homeowners to city council meetings if necessary. 

 

TUMWATER RESIDENTS SWAY COUNCIL 
FOR ORDINANCE PRESERVING PARK By Les 

Spickler, President Eagleôs Landing Homeowners Assn. 

November 14, 2009: The Eagle's Landing Home 
Owners Association (E.L.H.O.A.) first became 
involved and concerned about the possible sale of 
senior manufactured housing communities in late 
2006 and become registered with the State in 
April of 2007 as a formal non-profit.  In Sept 2007 
we had a turn-out of close to 60 people at the first 
serious meeting held by the Tumwater City 
Council on the subject of what to do about 55+ 
manufactured housing communities. There were 
of course attendees from other communities too.. 
From that time forward to the City Council passing 
Ordinance No. 02008-009 there were numerous 
Council and Committee meetings, all of which had 
a good turnout of park residents, including many 
wearing their AMHO green T-shirts..  There was 
public input allowed at most meetings, but not all, 
and of course the park owners also testified. The 
net result is we have an ordinance that requires an 
owner to sell only to a buyer who will continue the 
park, "as in its present use".  Waivers can be 
considered but my feeling is it would be difficult 
for an owner to qualify. On September 10, 2009 a 
hearing was held by the Western District Growth 
Management Hearing Examiners Board in 
Tumwater to allow park owners to protest the 
ordinance and the City of Tumwater to counter 
these arguments. 

mailto:LegActTeam@q.com
http://www.leg.wa.gov/
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The meeting was well attended by park 
residents and we felt the city was well 
represented by Susan Drummond of Foster 
Peeper in Seattle.  Ishbel Dickens of Columbia 
Legal Services represented AMHO.  Large turn-
outs by park residents at all meetings 
and testifying when allowed made a big impact 
on the results. Testimony and input by Ishbel 
Dickens was of tremendous importance as was 
input by Kylin Parks of AMHO. The City Council 
members of Tumwater also deserve praise as it 
took a lot of political courage to pass this 
ordinance.   

DO YOU WANT RENT JUSTIFICATION?  
By Kylin Parks AMHO Organizing Chair 

 
As I travel around the State visiting communities 
the one thing I always hear is how are we going 
to get our rents stabilized. So many people are 
afraid they will be priced out of their lifestyle 
choice if we don’t do something soon. I certainly 
feel your pain; however rent justification will be 
a very tough sell! We have to show Olympia that 
we are unified and have an army of voters 
behind this very important issue. 
You will have the opportunity to show our 
political power January 14th in Olympia for 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING LOBBY DAY! We 
heard the voices of those that attended last year 
that we need to have our own lobby day just for 
manufactured home owners so that is what you 
will get.  
We have a great day planned with lots of 
engaging speakers and trainings. The agenda for 
Manufactured Housing Lobby Day will include 
addresses by key legislators as well as 
presentations from the lobbyists who will be 
working with us to get out legislation passed. 
Following a brown bag lunch there will be 
meetings with legislators (we will make 
appointments for people), and later there will be 
a presentation by staff from the Attorney 
General’s dispute resolution program. 
We will set appointments for you to meet with 
your legislators between 12:30 and 2:30 then 
meet back in the Columbia room for a de brief 
on what you learned and a wrap up of the 
energized activities 

We need to have the room packed with AMHO 
green t-shirts and show the legislators we are a 
power to be reckoned with. 
The community owners have their lobby day on 
the 15th so we can make a huge impact by getting 
to Olympia first! 
You can bring a sack lunch or money to visit the 
cafeteria. We are also considering renting buses 
to go down I-5 and pick people up at “park and 
ride” stops for about $20 a person. If you’re 
interested in taking a bus please register early so 
we know how many to reserve. 
We will be asking the legislators to support HB 
1581/SB 5550 the 2 year notice of closure. We 
were not successful at getting this bill passed last 
session but were able to gain some momentum 
and educate many legislators as to why a longer 
notice is so critical to all manufactured home 
owners. In my opinion this will be our last 
chance to get this bill passed!  Please join us 
and bring your friends and neighbors to this most 
important event. 
We will also be asking legislators to support HB 
1908/SB5822, companion bills that will amend 
some of the grey areas of the 
Manufactured/mobile Home Landlord Tenant 
Act. 
 
The AMHO Board looks forward to being with you 
on January 14th 2010 from 10am – 4pm at the 
Columbia Room on the Capitol Campus.  For more 
information and to register for this annual event 
please call Kylin Parks at: 425-772-5174. 
 
 
 JOIN AMHO 

URGE OTHERS TO JOIN! 
AMHO is here for you! 

AMHO is all of us! 
United to preserve our homes our 

communities and our lifestyle. 
As AMHO’s membership grows the more 

powerful a force we become! 

6ÉÓÉÔ !-(/ȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 
www.wamho.org 

and download a membership form 
or call  

425-772-5174 for the Membership 
Officer. 

http://www.wamho.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

YOUR NAME:____________________________________________________________     
NEW: ________  RENEWAL:______________ 
 
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
COMMUNITY NAME:_______________________________________________________ 
 
                                                 AMHO DOES NOT share your information with anyone. 

PLEASE ENCLOSE 12.00 
MEMBERSHIP FEE 
 
 
SEND TO: 

AMHO 

17408 44th Ave. W   
Unit 37    Lynnwood  

98037 
 

 
You will shortly receive an 
official AMHO membership 
card, AMHO News and e-
mail updates as they are 
issued.  


